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Train Alan Ashton

chipping away at the time
on this bench
engraved by pocketknives
scarred by isolation
she’s six feet away
as far as this station will allow

shards of stone kicked across the tracks
with sweeps of her snowboots
while damp April evergreens
and oil-soaked ties
disturb some airborne memory

I picture her then
as the fire surrendered
to that night’s chill
the taste of her still fresh
her chest rising falling
eyelids fluttering over palm to palm
through fog crystals
old forests
a hard kiss from her lover
whatever

I picture her then
the passing of that day
on a log half imbedded in sand and weeds
soaking in a chilling mist
her knees to her chin
heart interjecting a rhythm
through each visible breath

soon, the five-thirty will arrive
to extract from this landscape
a diesel smoke portrait
a rusted groan
the flat earth will retort
solid as Lawren Harris stone
but the leaves and the branch and the wind
and the undistilled spirit of wildness
blur one into the other here
where the real her
carries all the weight
of this shadow
and this silence
at this station
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