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One Black Spike 

 

Composer’s note: One Black Spike was commissioned by the Canadian 
Music Centre, BC Region with the aid of a BC150 grant from the BC 
Gaming Commission. Five works were commissioned with this grant, each 
representing a period in British Columbia’s history. Thanks to CMC-BC 
region for their assistance, and especially to Alan Ashton for his help in 
making the list that comprises the text of this song. 

 
One Black Spike represents the time period 1914 – 1945. It takes as its 
subject the Grand Trunk Pacific railway, which was opened in 1914 and 
connects Port Hardy and the BC interior. The last spike (made of black 
iron ore) of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway was driven one mile east of 
Fort Fraser, British Columbia, Canada on April 7th, 1914.  

 
One black iron spike 
One mile East of Fort Fraser 
Three thousand miles of track, standard gauge 
Three thousand days of immigrant labour 
One resource economy 
One black spike. 
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