... €t je danse

for soprano, mezzo-soprano, violin, violoncello, and piano

music by Jocelyn Morlock (2004)
text from “Fleurs” and ‘“‘Phrases” of Arthur Rimbaud

composed with the generous assistance of the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation



Notes for ...et je danse

For chamber ensemble consisting of soprano, mezzo-soprano, violin, violoncello, and piano. The text is by
Rimbaud; the first section is a setting of the poem “Fleurs” and the second section is of a line from “Phrases”.

This piece was written for the Ottawa Chamber Music Festival run by Julian Armour and is dedicated to him.

Performance Notes:

1. Trills are to begin on the principle note indicated and trill to the note in brackets, whether it is above or
below the principle note.

2. Accidentals last for the measure in which they are written unless cancelled later, and are only for the octave
in which they are written.

3. In the first section of the piece, tempo markings are approximate, and the performers should feel free to play
and sing very expressively and with rubato. Grace notes in particular are to be played with rhythmic
freedom. The pianist should use more pedal than usual to produce a somewhat blurry, hazy sound.



Fleurs

D'un gradin d'or - parmi les cordons de sole, les gazes grises, les velours
verts et les disques de cristal qui noircissent comme du bronze au soleil, - je
vois la digitale s'ouvrir sur un tapis de filigranes d'argent, d'yeux et de
chevelures.

Des piéces d'or jaune semées sur l'agate, des piliers d'acajou supportant un
déme d'émeraudes, des bouquets de satin blanc et de fines verges de rubis
entourent la rose d'eau.

Tels qu'un dieu aux énormes yeux bleus et aux formes de neige, la mer et le
ciel attirent aux terrasses de marbre la foule des jeunes et fortes roses.
excerpt from Phrases

J’ai tendu des cordes de clocher a clocher; des guirlandes de fenétre a
fenétre; des chaines d’or d’étoile a étoile, et je danse.

Flowers

On a slope of gold,

Amid the ropes of silk, gray gauze, green velvet and crystal disks
Blackening like bronze in the sun,

I watch the digitalis open itself

On a tapestry of silver filigree, of eyes, of hair.

A spray of gold glitters on the agate,

Mahogany pillars support a dome of emeralds,
Bougquets of white satin and delicately stemmed rubies
Surround the water-rose.

Like a blue-eyed god with limbs of snow,
The sea and sky draw to the marble terrace
A multitude of young and strong roses.

excerpt from Phrases

I have hung ropes from steeple to steeple; garlands from window to window;
gold chains from star to star, and I dance.
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