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The Violet Hour

Program Note:

The Violet Hour is inspired by a moment in time: the time just before sunrise when,
out of darkness, we first perceive the return of colour into the sky. The piece is
written in several short sections; the first moody and tenebrous and the second a
sneaky and tentative dance, influenced by Brazilian rhythms, which gradually
ripens into an optimistic and lyrical conclusion.

Performance Notes:

Accidentals last for the measure in which they are written unless cancelled later,
and are only for the octave in which they are written. Cautionary accidentals have
been added for ambiguous spots. Total duration of the piece is approximately five
minutes.

Tempo markings are approximate, and the performers should feel free to play
expressively and with rubato during the first section of The Violet Hour and also
during the final section of the piece where all are marked arco, m. 79-87. Please
avoid too much rubato during the middle sections of the piece, especially where
there is pizzicato.
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