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Unfurl	-	short	program	note

The	ti tl e	of	my	qui ntet, Unfurl, came	from	a	poem	cal l ed	"For	A	N ew	B egi nni ng",	
wri tten	by	John	O' D onohue.	I 	read	i t	after	heari ng	that	i t	was	sent	
to	P resi dent	Joe	B i den	by	the	I r i sh	P resi dent	Mi chael 	D.	H i ggi ns,	
on	the	occasi on	of	hi s	i naugurati on.	I 	hope	that	i ts	mood of	opti mi sm	and	
growth	wi l l 	characteri ze	2021 ,		after	the	l ong	di fficul ty	of	2020.		
Unfurl	i s	a	si mi l ar l y	hopeful 	pi ece,	somewhat	bucol i c,	
wri tten	duri ng	l ate	wi nter	and	earl y	spri ng	of	2021 	as	I 	wi tnessed	rebi rth	
and	resurgence	begi nni ng	i n	the	natural 	worl d,	and	our	own	human	one.	
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