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Unfurl - short program note

The title of my quintet, Unfurl, came from a poem called "For A New Beginning",
written by John O'Donohue. | read it after hearing that it was sent

to President Joe Biden by the Irish President Michael D. Higgins,

on the occasion of his inauguration. | hope that its mood of optimism and
growth will characterize 2021, after the long difficulty of 2020.

Unfurl is a similarly hopeful piece, somewhat bucolic,

written during late winter and early spring of 2021 as | witnessed rebirth

and resurgence beginning in the natural world, and our own human one.
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dedicated to James Ehnes and the Seattle Chamber Music Festival
with thanks to the Seattle Chamber Music Society Commissioning Club
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