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Petrichor, duo for violin and piano 
 
 
Petrichor is a ten-minute piece for violin and piano, which has been commissioned 
by Duo Concertante with the generous financial assistance of the Canada Council 
for the arts. The performers, Duo Concertante, are Nancy Dahn, violin, and 
Timothy Steeves, piano. The premiere takes place April 26, 2013, at the Kitchener-
Waterloo Chamber Music Festival. A second performance takes place April 27, 
2013 at the Canadian Music Centre in Toronto, as part of a special fundraising 
concert. 
 
Petrichor is the scent of rain on dry earth. The word is Greek in origin, and is 
created the combination of “petra” (Greek for stone) and “ichor” (according to 
Greek mythology, ichor flows in the veins of gods, rather than blood.) It is defined 
more precisely as “the distinctive scent which accompanies the first rain after a 
long warm dry spell.” 
 
My piece, Petrichor, explores an emotional landscape of anticipation, joy, and 
release, such as a person might feel upon experiencing the first rain after a long 
drought. The music is built from small motivic fragments gleaned from the first 
movement of Bach’s Sonata VI (alongside of which Petrichor was programmed for 
its premiere.) The contrasting moods of the piece vary from somewhat whimsical 
and a bit restrained to overtly ecstatic, becoming quite calm and serene again at 
the end. 
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