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Nursery Rhyme

A pig in a wig

Met a thug in a rug

Traveling the high road to Bristol.
The thief with the piece

Stole the piggywig’s fleece

By brandishing dagger and pistol.
He scalped the poor porker

And then off he scarpered.

The piggywig, bald and forsaken,
Just shrugged an Oh Well

And declared, What the hell

At least | can bring home the bacon.

Galina Vishnevskaya

A lecher’s grim come-uppance.

A woman'’s righteous rage.

Tosca wields her dagger.
Scarpia’s bleeding on the stage.
“Before him,” sings the diva,
"Once trembled all of Rome,”
While placing votive candles
Round the Baron, lying prone.

In Vienna Vishnevskaya —

All praise her sacred name -
Stooped to sneer and didn’t know
Her wig had met with flame.

And not some crude synthetic wig -
Staatsoper standard stock -
Vishnevskaya wouldn't stand for
Less than human locks.

A sudden conflagration,

A sudden acrid waft,

Scarpia caught a whiff, revived
Was suddenly aloft.

And like Cavaradossi,

Came dashing out pell-mell

Quite forgetting that he languished
Chained up in a cell.

The fire was soon extinguished.
The cast resumed their parts.
Accidents will happen.



As Tosca sings, That's Art.

All great composer’s best laid plans
Are apt to come unhinged.

The opera’s never over, though,

Till the fat lady’s singed.

Albert

Albert, our janitor, took a trip,
He went to the rocky shores
Of his childhood archipelago,
Of the Portuguese Azores.

Is archipelago accurate?

To that | cannot swear.

| know, though, he departed bald
And came back sporting hair.

And hair of some significance
And hair that had a mission,
And firmly fixed atop the pate
That formerly had glistened.

And hair of wild and feral mien,
And hair of virile bearing,

Like something hauled up in a net,
Like hair among the herring.

Who would think an island chain

In mid-Atlantic ocean

Would harbour such a pompadour
Of Elvis-like proportions?

But it did.
But it did.
But it did.

That was twenty years ago
And Albert to this day

Wears without embarrassment
His Dorian Gray toupee.

For Albert never seems to age
His hair remains jet black:
At least on top, I've never seen
His legs or chest or back.

Yes, Albert is forever young.
He's dodged time's silver bullet.
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And all because he dares to wear
His Kevlar woven mullet.

Death will one day find him.
Yes, Death will track him down.
Then Albert and his hairpiece
Will be consigned to ground.

Then come the day of Rapture
They'll rise up from the loam.
Albert and his flowing locks,
Flying upwards, home.

Andy Warhol - October 30, 1985
Just one day before Halloween,
One of America’s reigning queens

Andy Warhol.
Andy Warhol.

Cognizant always of his looks,
Ensconced in a mall and signing his book

America.
America.

Penning his name as authors do
His trademark wig perhaps slightly askew.

Celebrity.
Celebrity.

A woman approached, set her purchase down,
He bent to sign, inclined his crown.

That queenly crown.
That queenly crown.

She grasped his wig, she snatched it off
And Andy Warhol was uncoiffed.

The humanity.
The humanity.

No one remembers the felon’s name:
She had her allotted shot at fame.

A quarter hour.
A quarter hour.

Andy, poor Andy. The sniggers. The stares.
Luckily though he had wigs to spare.

Stored by the score.
Stored by the score.



Two years later, he went to ground,
And dozens of wigs, post mortem, were found

Forty or more
Forty or more.

They're all on display, those wigs and toupees
At his namesake museum in Pittsburgh, PA.

Closed on Mondays.
Closed on Mondays.

Bobby Hull

Bobby Hull was the Golden Jet,
Winnipeg's Mister Big.
Follically, a tad sub-par,

And hence, he wore a wig.

The Jets against the Birmingham Bulls:
It's April of '78.

Bobby Hull is on the ice,

His piece atop his pate.

Steve Durbano picks a fight,

A donnybrook with Hull.

The gloves are doffed, the wig comes off,
Revealing Bobby's skull.

Oh, hairline in recession!

Oh, ridicule! Oh, scorn!

Oh, gross affront to dignity!
Oh, Samson, bound and shorn!

It was back in April of ‘78

That Hull was thus de-furred.
There's hell to pay for Hull's toupee:
Now Hull-mets are de rigueur.

One N Short of a Wing

We did due diligence with the house.

An inspector was engaged.

His final report was damning,

A nightmare on every page.

But we loved the house, we loved the house.
And we bought it anyway.

We bought the house that was Annie’s house:
She'd lived there since 55.
She swore she never would leave the house
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While she was still alive.
They found her in her rocker
With her knitting by her side.

We bought the stuff that was Annie's stuff,
Her rocker, her dishes, her bed,

Her stacks of Majesty magazine,

The few tools in her shed,

As well as the half a dozen wigs

Arrayed on plaster heads.

An auburn wig, and a chestnut wig
Three blondes, one apricot.

Each bedight with a pillbox hat

In a 60’s time warp caught.

All reminiscent of Jackie O

In the days of Camelot.

We bought our fixer-upper house

Though we knew it would give us grief

We bought the house that was Annie’s house
Though truly it beggared belief.

We moved in just as spring arrived,

And the trees burst into leaf.

We kept the rocker. We thought we should.
The rest though, we consigned

To the tender mercies of Sally Ann

Some hand, perhaps Divine,

Intervened. When the junk man came,

He left the wigs behind.

Which of us had the notion, then,
Which one of us was inspired,

To jump in the van and take a run
As far as Canadian Tire,

And buy an aluminum ladder there,
Extendable, higher and higher.

We kept that house for twenty years,
We couldn’t help but cry

To list and sell it late last spring,

To say our sad goodbyes

To Annie’s wigs, still in the trees,

To fledglings, poised to fly.

Text ©2013 Bill Richardson. Used with permission.
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