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Nightsong 
 

This piece is commissioned by and dedicated to bassoonist Kathleen McLean. 

 
 
 

Notes for the performers: 
 
 

1. Trills found are to begin on the principal note indicated and trill to the note 
in brackets, whether it is above or below the principal note. 

 
2. Accidentals affect only the note in the octave where they are written. They 

carry through the bar unless they are cancelled by a later accidental. 
 

3. Grace notes needn’t be played extremely quickly. 
 

4. The end of the piece is very improvisatory; feel free to experiment somewhat 
with rhythm and timing. 

 

 
 
 

Program Note 
 
 
“Nightsong” is an evocation of a secretive, nocturnal solitude. Curiosity, loneliness 
and conflict alternate with times of more peaceful contemplation and introversion. 
To me, both the bassoon and the harp are associated with night. This may seem 
obvious when considering the plaintive voice of the bassoon, but the delicate 
rustling of the harp is also evocative of quiet, mysterious, crepuscular sounds. 
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Bassoon Part 

 
 
 

Nightsong 
(2007) 

 
 

for bassoon and harp 

 
 
 
 

Jocelyn Morlock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nightsong 
 

This piece is commissioned by and dedicated to bassoonist Kathleen McLean. 

 
 
 

Notes for the performers: 
 
 

1. Trills found are to begin on the principal note indicated and trill to the note 
in brackets, whether it is above or below the principal note. 

 
2. Accidentals affect only the note in the octave where they are written. They 

carry through the bar unless they are cancelled by a later accidental. 
 

3. Grace notes needn’t be played extremely quickly. 
 

4. The end of the piece is very improvisatory; feel free to experiment somewhat 
with rhythm and timing. 

 

 
 
 

Program Note 
 
 
“Nightsong” is an evocation of a secretive, nocturnal solitude. Curiosity, loneliness 
and conflict alternate with times of more peaceful contemplation and introversion. 
To me, both the bassoon and the harp are associated with night. This may seem 
obvious when considering the plaintive voice of the bassoon, but the delicate 
rustling of the harp is also evocative of quiet, mysterious, crepuscular sounds. 
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Nightsong 
 

This piece is commissioned by and dedicated to bassoonist Kathleen McLean. 

 
 
 

Notes for the performers: 
 
 

1. Trills found are to begin on the principal note indicated and trill to the note 
in brackets, whether it is above or below the principal note. 

 
2. Accidentals affect only the note in the octave where they are written. They 

carry through the bar unless they are cancelled by a later accidental. 
 

3. Grace notes needn’t be played extremely quickly. 
 

4. The end of the piece is very improvisatory; feel free to experiment somewhat 
with rhythm and timing. 

 

 
 
 

Program Note 
 
 
“Nightsong” is an evocation of a secretive, nocturnal solitude. Curiosity, loneliness 
and conflict alternate with times of more peaceful contemplation and introversion. 
To me, both the bassoon and the harp are associated with night. This may seem 
obvious when considering the plaintive voice of the bassoon, but the delicate 
rustling of the harp is also evocative of quiet, mysterious, crepuscular sounds. 
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