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half-light, somnolent rains 
 

This piece is dedicated to the Yarilo Ensemble – pianists Anna Levy and Jane 
Hayes. Thanks to the British Columbia Arts Council for generously funding the 
commission.  

 
Notes for the performers: 

 
1. With the exception of page 6, the mood of this piece is very subdued. The 

dynamic level should generally be very quiet. Use lots of pedal throughout; 
the sound should be very washy, even murky at times. 

 
2. Trills found are to begin on the principal note indicated and trill to the note 

in brackets, whether it is above or below the principal note. 
 

3. Accidentals affect only the note in the octave where they are written. They 
carry through the bar unless they are cancelled by a later accidental. 

 
Program Note 

 
“half-light, somnolent rains” was inspired by the hazy, gloomy light of winter, by 
memories wafting through the subconscious, and recollections which are starting 
gradually to fade. It is meant to have something of a stream-of-consciousness mood 
about it. 
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q = ca. 69 - 72, but very freely
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molto stringendo molto ritardando

q = ca. 56 - 60, very freely (improvisatory sound, rhythm led by L.H. of piano 2)

sempre cresc. to m. 46

(l.v.)

(l.v.)

sempre cresc. to m. 46
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poco a poco rit.

slower   q = ca. 52 (piano 1 free rhythm, very approximate)

sempre dim. to m. 49

sempre dim. to m. 49
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q = ca. 52 - 56, extremely delicate and free

(l.v.)

(l.v.)
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(l.v.)

(l.v.)
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q = ca. 72, very murky but calm, lots of  pedal
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q = ca. 72 (second piano is an echo, ghostly, to end of piece)
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(quite fast, e. = ca 120)
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(mm. 33 - 36 - piano 1 R.H. rhythm very free, speed up and slow down subtly as if improvising)
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