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The Jack Pine, for solo piano 
 

Inspired by Tom Thomson’s 1916-17 painting, The Jack Pine 
 
 
 
 

Notes for the performer: 
 

Accidentals affect only the note in the octave where they are 
written. They carry through the bar unless they are cancelled by a 
later accidental. 
 
Feel free to use lots of pedal throughout to create a sustained and 
even slightly blurry sound. 

 
 

Program note: 
 

Several aspects of Tom Thomson’s The Jack Pine were seminal in 
creating this piece. I was intrigued by the way that the tree is both 
delicate and majestic, almost heroic in the way that it clings to life 
on the side of the cliff. (Jack Pines will grow where there has been a 
forest fire or other destruction of previous ground cover.) The 
absolute stillness of the water and sky, and the endless gradations of 
colour within them, influenced both the stillness of the outer 
sections of the piece, and my experiment with variations of colour 
within large chords. The centre of the piece is created from a 
spectrum of chords, each with its own slight change of 
colour/timbre.  
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